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6/2-8 6-7. The four expressions of rédemptibh. Having told
Moses t'hat the impending revelation would be greater than
PARASHAS VA’E]RA that which was revealed to the Patriarchs, and that He was
, about to redeem the Jewish people, God commanded him to
-God spoke to Moses and said to him, “I am HASHEM, 3] appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, e Mo againto the Jews and tell them that He —as Hasizm
and to Jacob as El Shaddai, but with My Name HAsHeM | did not make Muyself known tt; ::32?;"&?“ qﬁ? e s o and mercy —yas about to
them, 4 Mo.reo_uc'zr, Iestablzshed. My covenant with them to give them the land of Canaan, the - pressions, rgresei?n;w:r‘é:zzssiszl:taalgefsog; g:gerreedn; o
land of their sojourning, in which they sojourned, 5 Moreover, I have heard the groan of the Hon. These four stages are the bss fo the Rabbinic require.
Children of Israel whom Egypt enslaves and I have remembered My covenant.6 herefore, say e expiainga o v ot the Pesach Seder. The expressions
to the Children of Israel: 1 am HASHEM, and I shall tak t : e A -
fofie A . e you out from under the burdens of Egypt; "ARYIM) — I shall take you out . God would remove the J
/ rescug you from their service; [ shall redeem you with an outstretched arm and with great from the burdens of slavery even before they were permiti:,:
Judgments.( shall take you to Me for a people and I shall be a God to you; and you shall know o the country and while they were stil the chattels of
that ItathASHEM your God,. Who takes you out from under the burdens of Egypt. 8 | shall bring ES;:: .l;ttx; :fivrfgn?ﬂf T:t:: ey i o e
You to the land about which I raised My hand to give it to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob; "M — I shall escue you. God would take the Jews out
. of Egypt.The subjugation to Egypt will be formally ended.
s “toy oK) — I'shall refieem You. This alludes to the Splitting of
an ox ‘ '\—t the Sea, when God's outstretched arm with great judgments

ol e I crushed Egypt’s power for good [ch, 14-15]. Until then, the

s — Jews feared that they would be pursued by their f -
AMRT NN n‘:np 09 nnon | "’nnp':'l" S 1 A9IR3 le.’ ters and returned to slavery. As the Sagesy teae<:ll:, (;Prxr:;t:rr:il:;-

' ments inflicted upon the Egypti t th iveti
DONR N*¥INn D‘D’P‘JN " IR 9 DRy n A7 :‘I'ﬂNJ‘J WInY as great as those theysuf?eyrgdaci'Lsriang tize'lf‘e‘;’)elgfaf;‘:xitslmes

*"NRY) — I shall take you, God took the Jews as His people
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The Zohar comments upon why the Torah begins with the phrase I shall take
you out rather than T shall rescue you. R’ Yehudah explains that the Torah 273poE 22 ,‘ahba x 11!75 wh
prefers to begin with the most important and essential purpose of redemption, P ah;p oud "oYD hd ump;?
freedom from the burdens of slavery (I shall take you out from under the
burdens of Egypt). To this R’ Yosei objects that the true purpose of redemption \Bf ) ond 7P 903 10 bh 1 ;
was to make Israel into Hashem’s nation as defined by the last term of redemp- i @mﬁ 3 ped - T
tion, I shall take you to Me. R’ Yehudah replies that at the moment of redemption -

%nothing mattered more to Israel than freedom from the bondage of Egypt.j = ) — S
AMngly, the promise to release them from bondage was made First, Then, amnm by 'i'?’b 12 46
because they might be concerned that the Egyptian armies would pursue them _ 7 )2 =,
and restore their servitude, Hashem said, I shall rescue you from their service. B bd 2l E

The next term of redemption is presented as a response to another argument e S

that the Israelites might pose. After all, liberation and independence do not
guarantee real freedom since Israel might come under the domination of another

a%IRa Sw nIwbn nvaaRw N

power. To this Hashem answered, I shall redeem you with an outstrgtched arm, 13 ob19 I™pNR XD DPIIR
an arm that extends far and wide, protecting you from other powers as well. g % Y3 100
However, these three stages of the redemption are not an end in themselves, for na3 WK ,0M¥RR N 1
a freedom that brings only social benefit fails to satisfy the moral and spiritual : baoi ,T1aVWR RPN 291 11INNWh DNR
aspirations of the soul. Thus, the fourth stage of the redemption describes the
- D10 ATy
universal importance of the Messianic task: I shall fake you to Me for a people. —_— i
In the Talmud (Yerushalmi Pesachim 10:1) R’ Yochanan teaches that these . by BNy
four terms of redemption are the basis for the mitzvah of drinking four cups of 132 _'oy? % ponR  nmpYy K
ine at the Pesach Seder. The four cups memorialize the fourfold deliverance, DR AR ,ARONT DY 0PN A=
whereby each part constitutes an immense and everlasting benefit to Israel. This 1 mmn mEn *2on s oy 1IN

is in the spirit of King David, who sang: How can I repay Hashem for all His =
bountiful dealings toward me? I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon axRoRn Sw van IMIRD oYX 0 A
the name of.God _(Psalms .11_6:12—413). ooy ow oiby bnonas omenn J
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mand: Velo avadim la’avadim, “And not slaves to slaves’ (feliow
man). Liberation, therefore, meant throwing off man’s yoke
and willingly embracing God’s yoke, Ol Malkhut Shamayim. The
Torah does not believe in absolute freedom, that 'man should
be free from all norms and duties. Relieved of man’s oppres-
sion, the Israclites were now free to choose voluntarily to sur-
render this freedom, but to God. It is as if God said: “Give
up your freedom to Me, and only then will you be free.” 3

%This may seem paradoxical. How can man be free if he
surrenders his freedom? An analysis of man’s existential condi-
tion will be helpful. Is man ever truly free? Is he not a prisoner
of natural law, subject to the caprices of his state of health, the
intrusion of accidents, and the ever hovering spectre of possible
death? These are physiological constraints. Man is also subject
to social pressures: the mores of his society, the biases of his
family, and the prejudices of his class. In reality, supposedly
free man is buffeted, pressured, coerced, and restricted in his
options, even if no human taskmaster hovers over nim. Lhese
forces warp his initiatives and deprive him of real freedom.

In surrendering to God, man truly achieves freedom. He is
no longer tormented by psychologically depressing anxieties about
his health or the spectre of death. The world is under the rulership
of a beneficent God and we achieve an identification with Him
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by following His teachings. Man is thereby equipped to cope
with all hostile and threatening forces. He is_bolstered by his
faith in the transcendental orderliness of things and in God’s
ultimate compassion. The ravages of life no longer terrorize him,
This one basic fear of God (more precisely, awe-inspiring
reverence) removes all other fears. To surrender to God there-
fore brings more freedom, not less.
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U(é\ [55] RABBI YISSOCHER FRAND ON THE HAGGADAH

I shall rescue; *nny, I shall redeem; and >anp?), I shall take [you to
Me] (Shemos 6:6-7).

The source for this explanation is Talmud Yerushalmi on the first
Mishnah in Perek Arvei Pesachim, which discusses all the mitzvos
of the Seder. ‘

«,{/What most people don’t know is that the Yerushalmi then offers
another explanation: these four cups correspond to the four times
that the word vi», cup, is mentioned in the dialogue between Yosef
and the Sar HaMashkim, Pharaoh’s cupbearer. The Sar HaMashkim
and the Sar HaOfim (baker) were in prison with Yosef, and they
each had a disturbing dream. Yosef interpreted their dreams, telling
the Sar HaMashkim that he would be reinstated to his position and
the Sar HaOfim that he would be put to death. Eventually, Yosef’s
dream-interpreting skills led to his release from prison and his
appointment as the viceroy of Mitzrayim. 3

When we think about this correlation, it seems to be tenuous at
best. The four terms of salvation are decidedly relevant to the night

@ of Pesach. But just-because the Sar HaMashkim and Yosef used the
waqrd “cup” four times, for three thousand years since, we have a
mitzvah to drink four cups on the night of Pesach?

~sObviously, there must be some deeper meaning to this correlation.

In order to understand the connection, we must ask why, indeed,
Yosef predicted that the Sar HaMashikim would be reinstated and the
Sar HaOfim would be executed. What about their dreams indicated
that this is what would transpire?

the actual visions of the dreams, but in how Pharaoh’s servants
spoke. The Sar HaMashkim said: vniyx) o>yn nx npy Y122 Y19 DI
nY12 92 ¥ ©idD MY YN N9 LD Yy bR, And Pharaoh’s cup was in
my hand and | took the grapes, pressed them into Pharaoh’s cup,
and [ placed the cup on Pharaoh’s palm {Bereishis 40:1 1). The Sar
HaOfim said: Y910 01N YN 9ivp) NoN YN NYI9 2080 Yan 19y Yo
YUNI 91, And in the uppermost basket were all kinds of Pharaoh’s
food — baker’s handiwork — and the birds were eating them from
the basket above my head (ibid. v. 17).

he difference between them is that the Sar HaMashkim spoke

The detail that clued Yosef in to what would occur was not in ; Y

Wewith passion. His dream for himself was that he should once again

be able to squeeze wine for Pharaoh and serve his king. The Sar
HaOfim had a flat, passive dream, in which there was bread in

haskets and a bird came and ate from it. He wasn’t doing anything;
he was a passive observer as everything happened around him.

When Yosef heard that the Sar HaMashkim has such passion for
his work — it wasn’t just a job, it was his entire life — he realized
that this was ‘a person who would be restored to his position. The
Sar HaOfim, who had no excitement for his job, didn’t deserve to
bq reinstated.

In a certain sense, we all have to become like the Sar HaMashiim.
l’HWe are all servants of Hashem. In the past, our avodah took
on a very different form, when we had a Beis HaMikdash where
we could actively show our devotion to Hashem in a much more
proactive way. We have now been wandering for two millennia
without a Beis HaMikdash, without the ability to bring offerings to

m, and, most pertinent to this night, without the ability to bring
a korban Pesach.
o If we want Hashem to end this bitter galus, we have to demonstrate
te_Him, as the Sar HaMashkim did, that we sincerely want to be

N

reinstated. We have to express our passion, our devotion, and the
feeling of supreme emptiness we feel as long as we don’t have a
Beis HaMikdash. ’
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This is the message o1 wie verusnammr. You want to be able to
serve Hashem again in Yerushalayim, with a Beis.HaMikdash? You
want to see the fulfillment of what we will daven for tonight: 'n 1
DY) NMONIRY DoNan oMNy DI DOTYINY DYPR APDIIN HTONY WION
DNDAD YN ONRD W OY 72N ATy Dby M2 ony, So,
HASHEM, our God and God of our fathers, bring us also to future
holidays and festivals in peace, gladdened in the rebuilding of Your
city and joyful at Your service. There we shall eat of the offerings
apd Passover sacrifices? If we show that we're yearning for it, that -
we truly feel lacking in our lives without a Beis HaMikdash, then
we'll get there. But if we're just going through the motions, then why
should Hashem bring us back? & ) ‘

For most of these two thousand years of galus, Jews endured
terrible suffering. They were financially, materially, and socially
isolated from their neighbors, but more importantly, their lives were
constantly under threat. In the best years they dwelled in ghettoes
but were allowed to live without a threat of attack. But they never
knew when their fortune would turn, as it so often did.

When Jews sat down to a Seder in Poland circa 1648, in Spain
in 1492, in England in 1290, and they said the words, “N2i) XRYn

INWT NYINA A MYY, Now, we are here; next year may we be in
the Land of Israel,” they meant it. When they said, “myy 72y nown
7N 92 nnan, Now, we are slaves; next Year may we be free men,”
they felt it. Their lives were so difficult that they truly understood
that they needed a geulah.

¢ For better or worse, that is not our challenge today. The nisayon
for-us, in Western society, is to really mean it, to really want it,
Dg we feel the lack when we say, “This year we are here™> Is life
truly painful when we live in luxury that surpasses anything our

~grandfathers could possibly have imagined?

@ So how do we feel the pain of galus? We have to take proactive
steps to sense it. When we see tragedy in the world, which we are
unfortunately not immune to despite all our comforts, we have
to say to ourselves, What does Hashem want from us? And the
answer is that He wants us back in His home, serving Him in the
Beis HaMikdash.

29351 . nes 5w | ﬂP"’ﬂ

Yo

And when we turn all of those moments into a keening need for

the Beis HaMikdash, Hashem will send us Mashiach to end all the

pain and return us to His Dwelling Place.
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